
California Council of School Attorneys 

Annual Workshop Agenda 
San Diego Marriott Marquis & Marina ▪ 333 W. Harbor Dr., San Diego, CA 

Friday, December 1 (6.0 hours MCLE | All events will take place in Marina Ballroom D unless otherwise noted.) 

8:00 – 8:45 am 

(.25 hour MCLE) 
Registration, Continental Breakfast and Welcoming Remarks 
Bridget Cook, CCSA President and General Counsel, Antelope Valley Union HSD 

8:45 – 9:45 am 

(1.0 hour MCLE) 

Title IX - Summary unavailable. 
Presenters: Lenore Silverman & Cynthia Smith, Partners, Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost 

9:50 – 10:50 am 

(1.0 hour MCLE) 

Brown Act - The Ralph M. Brown Act, California’s open meetings law, provides legal 

requirements to help ensure the right of access to information and transparency in local 

government decision making. This workshop will guide attendees through the ins and outs of the 

Brown Act. 
Presenter: Kate Cook, Senior Associate, Meyers Nave 

10:55 – 11:55 am 

(1.0 hour MCLE) 
The Thing that Ate the Storeroom: Management, Retention, and Destruction of School 

District Records - Review the California statutes and regulations that govern the management of 

school district records and will provide answers to the answers just posed. It will also offer some 

practical tips about managing public records and propose draft policies for the handling of certain 

records, such as email and early versions of other documents, which may fall outside the 

sometimes strict requirements of California law. 

Presenter: Frank Zotter Jr., Sr. Assoc. General Counsel, School & College Legal Services of California 

12:00 – 1:15 pm 

(.75 hour MCLE) 
Lunch (Grand Ballroom 10-11) 

2018 CCSA Board of Directors Election Results - Presenter: Bridget Cook, CCSA President and 

General Counsel, Antelope Valley Union HSD 

The View from Washington: School Law Developments on the National Front –  
Presenter: Sonja H. Trainor, Program Director, COSA/NSBA 

1:20 – 2:20 pm 

(1.0 hour MCLE) 

 

Breakout Session 

Rooms: 
1 – Marina Ballroom D 

2 – Grand Ballroom 12 

Breakout Sessions: 

1. Statute of Limitations, the New Hot Issue - Discussion of the facts of Spokane and how the 

ALJ’s are handling and/or interpreting the language. Ideally, we will also collaboratively 

work on strategies to assist school districts to establish when the parent “knew or should have 

known.” 
Presenter: Cynthia Vargas, Partner, Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost 

 

2. Conflicts Between Districts and Cities/Counties in the California Coastal Zone over the 

Application of Local Zoning to School District Facility Projects - A recurrent issue 

involving school facility construction in districts within the California Coastal Zone is the 

conflict between a school district’s right to exempt projects from local zoning and the 

authority of the city or county to enforce zoning requirements pursuant to their delegated 

authority under the California Coastal Act. The stakes are quite high for school districts 

because if a city or county is seen as having plenary authority, they can potentially impose 

significant changes or conditions on school projects, similar to private developments, which 

can drastically affect district projects. 
Presenters: Craig Price, and Joe Sholder, Partners, Griffith & Thornburgh, LLP 

2:30 – 3:30 pm 

(1.0 hour MCLE) 

Unconscious Bias in the Workplace - Examines the role that bias plays, particularly 

unconscious bias, in the hiring process, work evaluation and in interactions with our colleagues. 

Reviews the biological underpinnings of bias as well as current research into unconscious bias. 

Participants should come away with a better understanding of the impacts of bias and ways to 

address their own biases or biases of others. 
Presenter: Eugene Whitlock, General Counsel, San Mateo County Community College District 

California Council of School Attorneys is a State Bar of California MCLE Provider 


