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Topics

• Smarter Balanced Summative 

Assessment 

– Status of Spring 2015 administration

– Electronic (preliminary) results

– Paper reports and data files

• Interim Assessment Status            

and Resources

• Digital Library Status and Resources
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Common Core 

State 

Standards 

specify 

K-12 

expectations 

for college and 

career 

readiness

All students 

leave 

high school 

college 

and career 

ready 

Formative resources:

Educator resources that 

support measuring 

student learning in real-

time during instruction 

Interim Assessments:

Tests used for timely and 

periodic information 

based on local 

needs/goals 

Teachers 

and schools 

have information 

and tools they need 

to improve teaching 

and learning.

Summative: 

Tests used for end-of-

year accountability and 

evaluation.
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Summative Test 

Administration
Number

Local educational agencies 

where testing has begun:

1,594

Number of students that have

started a summative assessment: 

2,651,161

ELA summative assessments 

completed:

1,648,008

Mathematics summative 

assessments completed:

1,474,949

Highest number of test-takers 

logged on at one time:

311,000
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Summative Test Results

Preliminary results available electronically 

from the Online Reporting System (ORS) 

include:
• Student results

• Aggregate results 

• Comparisons to school, district, state results

Individual Student Report (ISR) results 

(paper reports)

Electronic data file

(as in the past)
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Summative Assessment 

Scores
• Overall score on scale 

(approximately 2,000 to 3,000)

• Achievement levels

Level 1.  Standard not met

Level 2.  Standard nearly met

Level 3.  Standard met

Level 4.  Standard exceeded

• Claims

∆ Below standard

– At or near standard

Above standard 6

!
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Mathematics Scale Score 

Thresholds
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Summative Electronic Reports
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Preliminary student scores and aggregate 

reports are available within four weeks of a 

student completing both parts of a test. 
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Home Page Dashboard Report
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Student Listing Report
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Student Detail Report
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Important Reminder

12

The data available in the CAASPP ORS 

represents partial and preliminary results that 

are not appropriate for public release. As a real-

time system, results will change as additional 

data is received and relevant appeals and 

rescores are processed. These changes may 

result in final scores being higher or lower than 

the preliminary results posted to this system. 

The California Department of Education (CDE) 

recommends that data from the ORS only be 

released publically following the state level 

release of assessment data that occurs in 

August.
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Individual Student Reports 

and Data Files
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Paper reports for parents and data files 

available within eight weeks of the end of the 

LEA’s testing window.
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Individual Student Report (ISR)
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Scale Score and Achievement Level
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Breakdown of Overall Score 

(Claims)
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Science CST, CMA, CAPA
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Early Assessment Program Status
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Important Reminder

19

Scores and achievement levels from 

the Smarter Balanced assessments 

cannot and should not 

be compared with data from the STAR 

Program/CSTs.

• Different standards are being 

assessed.

• Different assessment methods are 

being used.

• Different levels of cognitive rigor are 

being assessed.
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Public Reports

• The public Web site will provide state-, 

county-, LEA-, and school-level reports 

by student groups.

• CDE will post the final accountability 

data in early October and information 

will be updated in TOMS.
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Key Talking Points

• The CCSS and Smarter Balanced 

represent a comprehensive plan for 

student success in college and careers

• This new testing system is designed to 

help teachers

• Resetting the system; this year is a 

new baseline for student 

achievement

• Patience and persistence: adjustments 

will always be needed to ensure high 

quality teaching and learning
21
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Summative Assessments 

Communication Resources

• New Resources

– New Future, New Test with 

Talking Points (PPT)

– Communication Tips (PPT)

– Role Play Cards with 

Instructions (DOC)
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http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/sprintcomtools.asp
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Common Core 

State 

Standards 

specify 

K-12 

expectations 

for college and 

career 

readiness

All students 

leave 

high school 

college 

and career 

ready 

Formative resources:

Educator resources that 

support measuring 

student learning in real-

time during instruction 

Interim Assessments:

Tests used for timely and 

periodic information 

based on local 

needs/goals 

Teachers 

and schools 

have information 

and tools they need 

to improve teaching 

and learning.

Summative: 

Tests used for end-of-

year accountability and 

evaluation.
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Interim Assessment Use

Interim Comprehensive

Assessments

Number 

Completed

English Language Arts/Literacy 270,999

Mathematics 300,107

Interim Assessment Blocks Number 

Completed

English Language Arts/Literacy 315,648

Mathematics 340,848
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Interim Assessments
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Teacher “view only” access!

http://caaspp.org/ta-resources/interim.html
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Local Scoring of Interim 

Assessments

Training guides and exemplars 

have been provided to LEAs to 

support local scoring:

Scoring calibration

Teacher professional development
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Common Core 

State 

Standards 

specify 

K-12 

expectations 

for college and 

career 

readiness

All students 

leave 

high school 

college 

and career 

ready 

Formative resources:

Educator resources that 

support measuring 

student learning in real-

time during instruction 

Interim Assessments:

Tests used for timely and 

periodic information 

based on local 

needs/goals 

Teachers 

and schools 

have information 

and tools they need 

to improve teaching 

and learning.

Summative: 

Tests used for end-of-

year accountability and 

evaluation.
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Digital Library

• On-line collection of resources:
– Aligned with the Common Core State 

Standards

– Contributed by educators for educators

– Vetted by a national network of educators 

against a set of quality criteria

• Supports implementation of the 

formative assessment process

• Incorporates collaboration features
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Formative Assessment
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Formative assessment is a 

deliberate process used by teachers 

and students during instruction 

that provides actionable feedback 

that is used to adjust ongoing 

teaching and learning strategies to 

improve students’ attainment of 

curricular learning targets/goals.
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Digital Library Example

• CBAL Resources

– Using Learning Progressions 

to Formatively Assess Students’ 

Ability to Analyze Arguments 

– Using a Learning Progression to 

Formatively Assess the Concept 

of Slope
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Questions?
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For more information:
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California Department of Education
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/

California Technical Assistance Center 
http://caaspp.org 


